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BILL SUMMARY: Radiation Control: Health Facilities and Clinics

This bill, an urgency measure, would make technical and clarifying changes to recordkeeping and reporting
requirements recently instituted for computed tomography (CT) scans. A CT scan is a diagnostic procedure
that combines rotating X-rays and advanced computers to create detailed cross-sectional computer
generated images of body parts and internal organs.

FISCAL SUMMARY

The Department of Public Health (DPH) already performs oversight activities for this program, so the bill
would not result in any additional workload or cost to implement its provisions.

COMMENTS

The Department of Finance is neutral on this bill.

Current law requires the DPH to license and regulate health facilities and clinics, and persons that use
devices or equipment utilizing radioactive materials. The DPH is authorized to require registration and
inspection of sources of ionizing radiation. Commencing July 1, 2012, a facility using a CT X-ray system
will be required to record the dose of radiation on every CT study produced during a diagnostic CT
examination, provided the CT system is capable of calculating and displaying the dose. Current law also
requires the displayed dose of radiation be verified annually by a medical physicist to ensure the accuracy
of the displayed dose unless the facility is accredited. Violations of these provisions are a crime.

Starting July 1, 2013, this bill would allow the accreditation of a CT X-ray system through a single
accreditation survey that includes the CT service by the accrediting organization. Additionally, this bill would
exempt the CT X-ray equipment from accreditation under specified circumstances.

According to the bill's sponsor, the bill clarifies existing reporting and recordkeeping standards at facilities
administering CT exams and addresses technical issues related to implementation of the standards. The
bill would exempt specified CT studies from being required to record the radiation dose, delete the
exemption for accredited facilities and would authorize a facility that has an accredited machine to elect not
to annually verify the displayed dose of radiation, as specified. The bill also would require the dose to be
verified by a medical physicist for the facility's standard adult brain, adult abdomen, and pediatric brain
protocols.
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